
 

The Abundant Community 
 
What we seek exists all around us 
 

• SKILLS: what your community is capable of 
• PASSIONS: what your community cares about 
• TEACH: what your community can share 

 
The cards displayed on the Abundant Community bulletin board create an amazing snapshot of how 
rich we are in the R-Squared community with our own SKILLS, PASSIONS and what we can TEACH. 
We hope that some of you are already connecting with your colleagues to share what you know and 
what you are eager to learn. 
 

………………………………………………………………… 
 
We are discovering that it takes a village to do more than simply raise a child. It is the key to a 
satisfying life. It turns out we need our neighbors and a community to be healthy, produce jobs, protect 
the land, and care for the elderly and those on the margin. 
 
Our consumer society constantly tells us that we are insufficient and that we must purchase what we 
need from specialists and systems outside the community. We outsource our health care, child care, 
recreation, safety, and satisfaction. We are trained to become consumers and clients, not citizens and 
neighbors.  
 
However, right in our neighborhoods we have the capacity to address our human needs in ways that 
systems, which see us only as interchangeable units, as problems to be solved, never can. We just 
need to talk to each other – and ask the right questions. 
 
We all have gifts to offer, even the most seemingly marginal among us. The way to create a more 
“abundant community” in our midst involves discovering people’s gifts: their SKILLS, PASSIONS and 
willingness to TEACH or share what they know. 
 
What are you doing to identify the gifts of people in your neighborhood? How can libraries do more to 
help people connect their skills and passions with others? Can libraries take the lead in surveying their 
communities’ hidden assets and creating shared goals around those assets with other local 
organizations? We think it’s time. 
 
 
Adapted from the writings of Peter Block and John McKnight, authors of The Abundant Community. 
Abundantcommunity.com  
 


